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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
vague and indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Applicant recites the limitation directing collection of the data input by the 
portable image capture device. It is not clear whether the claimed limitation should be 
interpreted as "prompting the user to start the image capture", captured image data is 
directed to a storage medium for storage, or, a processor sends a signal to start 
capturing the image data. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Elbralder US Publication 2004/0138898 in view of Esenyan et al. US Publication 
2002/0172498. 
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Regarding claims 1 and 22, Elbrader teaches system and method for integrating 
use of a portable image capture device into a workflow process. Elbralder teaches 
capability for: 

program instructions on a computer readable medium with capability for 
automation of image integration into a workflow process 

initiating utilization of a portable image capture device with a workflow process, 
the workflow process including a template having at least one predetermined point at 
which data input, including captured image data, is expected [Elbralder, Fig. 5 and 
disclosure associated with the Figure]; 

Elbralder teaches capability for directing collection of the data input by the 
portable image capture device (Elbralder teaches user has an option for stopping the 
recording during the workflow, i.e. user has a choice of the recording to be activated or 
deactivated [Elbralder, Fig. 4, 330]); In addition, IAS teaches system and method for 
digitally recording transaction in a workflow of purchases. Alternatively, Esenyan 
teaches system and method which enables a user to record and time-mark significant 
events during a session with their client, index client data with video footage [Esenyan, 
0003]. 

Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Elbralder by adopting teachings of Esenyan and allow user to 
manually make image capture during transaction to make recording of the events when 
it is important, combine prior art elements according to known methods to yield 
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predictable results, apply a known technique to a known device or method ready for 
improvement to yield predictable result. 

Elbralder in view of Esenyan teaches capability for: 
directing collection of the data input by the portable image capture device 
integrating the collected data input in the workflow process by automatically 
associating the collected data with the template [Elbralder, 0050; Esenyan, 0003], 
thereby having the capability for generating an output document (capability for 
generating a document from the stored information is old and known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art). 

Regarding claim 2, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability wherein 
initiating utilization further comprises selecting a template for the workflow process in 
the portable image capture device (Elbralder, pending contract to contract status) 
[Elbralder, 0006]. 

Regarding claim 3, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for prompting 
for performance of an image capture at the at least one predetermined point in the 
template [Elbrlalder, claim 1]. 

Regarding claims 4 and 23, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for 
prompting for entering of any voice data and text data at the at least one predetermined 
point in the template (Also, prompting user to take an action in an interactive session is 
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old and known to one of ordinary skill in the art, Therefore, at the time of invention, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Elbrader in view of 
Esenyan by applying a known technique to a known device or method ready for 
improvement to yield predictable result). 

Regarding claims 5 and 24, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for 
inserting the image captured and the voice or text data input at the at least one 
predetermined point of the template. 

Regarding claim 6, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for 
transcribing voice data to text data. 

Regarding claim 7, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for providing 
the document for a next step in the workflow process (forwarding document from one 
stage in a workflow to the next stage in the workflow is old and known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, for example, in a automobile purchase transaction, sale order 
when competed is forwarded to financing department to close the loan before the car is 
delivered to the purchaser). Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Elbrader in view of Esenyan by 
applying a known technique to a known device or method ready for improvement to 
yield predictable result). 
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Regarding claim 8, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for selecting a 
workflow activity for the workflow process in the portable image capture device, the 
workflow activity associated by an identifier with a document template, the template 
identifier having an associated set of input identifiers for data input. 

Regarding claim 9, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches 
capability for prompting for performance of an image capture at the at least one 
predetermined point. 

Regarding claim 10, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability for prompting for entering of any voice data and text data at the at 
least one predetermined point. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for 
associating the set of input identifiers for the selected workflow activity with the image 
captured and the voice or text data input. 

Regarding claim 12, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability fo 
transcribing voice data to text data. 

Regarding claim 13, Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches capability for providing 
the set of input identifiers for a next step in the workflow process. 
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Regarding claim 14, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches system and method for automated integration of image acquisition and 
incorporation into a workflow process. Elbrader in view of Esenyan teaches: 

a computer system for performing a workflow process, the workflow process 
including a template having at least one predetermined point at which data input, 
including captured image data, is expected; and 

a portable image capture device capable of at least digital image capture, the 
portable image capture device directing collection of the data input and integrating the 
collected data input into the workflow process by automatically associating the collected 
data with the template, thereby generating an output document. 

Regarding claim 15, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability wherein the portable image capture device directs collection by 
prompting for performance of an image capture at the at least one predetermined point. 

Regarding claim 16, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability wherein the portable image capture device further directs collection 
by prompting for entering of any voice data and text data at the at least one 
predetermined point. 
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Regarding claim 17, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability for transcribing voice data to text data. 

Regarding claim 18, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability wherein the portable image capture device integrates collected data 
input by inserting the image captured and the voice or text data input at the at least one 
predetermined point of a document. 

Regarding claim 19, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability wherein the portable image capture device further provides the 
document to the computer system for a next step in the workflow process. 

Regarding claim 20, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability wherein the portable image capture device can integrate collected 
data input by associating a set of input identifiers for a selected workflow activity with 
the image captured and the voice or text data input. 

Regarding claim 21 , as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability wherein the portable image capture device can provide the set of 
input identifiers, the collected data input, the template identifier to the computer system 
for a next step in the workflow process. 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,976 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3629 

Regarding claim 25, as responded to earlier, Elbrader in view of Esenyan 
teaches capability for associating a set of input identifiers for a selected workflow 
activity with the at least captured image data and the voice or text data input. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CFR '1.111 (c) to consider the 
references fully when responding to this office action. 

1 . Weil et al. US Patent 5,654,750 

2. Enrightetal. US Patent 6,583,813 

3. Katz US Patent 6,216,502 

4. Toohey US Patent 7,232,964 

5. IAS Introduces SmartEye Video-on-CD-ROM Technology to Record F&l 
Transactions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NARESH VIG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6810. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 7:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Naresh Vig/ 

September 27, 2008 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



